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INTRODUCTION 

I believe the Civil War letters published in this book to have 
been in the custody of my great aunt, Sarah Matilda Phelps, the 
eldest of four children by the third wife, Mary Webster 
Knowlton, of Jason Phelps, of that part of Dublin, now Chesham 
Village, in Harrisville, New Hampshire. 

Auntie was close to her father and, like him, a chorister. She 
was a practical nurse and for many years asserted that her "home 
away from home" was that of her youngest brother; my and my 
siblings' grandfather, Alfred Clayton Phelps, of 80 North Lincoln 
Street, Keene, New Hampshire 

Among other things, Sarah left Grandpa a medium sized, 
buckskin covered trunk containing family memorabilia, and a 
small, to be carried, buckskin trunk or chest, beautifully 
decorated with fancifully cut strips of thin leather. This chest 
contained old deeds, family letters, and a treasure trove of Civil 
War letters written from the front by her half-brother, Francis J. 
Phelps, to his siblings and father, Jason Phelps. 

Grandpa left these memorabilia to his only son, our father, 
Austin Clayton Phelps, from whom I inherited them, as keeper, 
after his death in 1957. He had previously authorized me to dis-
pose of the memorabilia and letters in what I should consider the 
best manner for posterity. 

I conceived it proper to commission my nephew, Edward 
Clayton Phelps, of Bernardston, Massachusetts, to care for and 
publish the Civil War letters of Francis J, Phelps and later deposit 
them in an historical archive, preferably in the New Hampshire 
Archives at Concord, since the family resided for many years in 
that state. Edward accepted the offer of my younger brother, 
George Alfred Phelps, of Sparks, Nevada, to compile the letters 
in book form. 

 
 
 



Francis Jason Phelps was born on the 16th of January, 1833, 
the only child of Jason Phelps and his first wife, Mary Ann 
Monroe, of Lowell, Massachusetts. He served in the Union Army  
from 1861 until his death, during the "Battle of the Wilderness,

1 

in Virginia on May 6, 1864. 
Although Francis was married, to Lydia Large of 

Pennsylvania, and had a daughter, Ida Angeline, and two sons, 
William Preston and Francis Jason, none of his descendents are 
known to us. 

John Edward Phelps, 1999 

  



Editor's Note 

 
 In order to provide the reader with the essence of the 

actual letters, I have copied them "verbatim" to the best of my 

ability, using the same format as nearly as possible, and the 

original spelling and punctuation, or lack of it, that Francis used 

some 136-years ago. I have limited the use of added [bracketed] 

words and characters to those which seem essential for 

clarification. 

      George A. Phelps 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Copy of a letter envelope written by Francis J. Phelps 

  

-  



 

December  20,  1861     le t ter  #1  

 

 
 

Camp Gr i f f in            Dec 20 /61  

Dear S is ters  and Brother  

      I  take my pen 

in  hand for  the  f i r s t  t ime to wr i te you  a  f ew 

lines  th ink ing perhaps i t  would  be a  

p leasure to  you  to get  a  le t te r  f rom a long 

absen t b rother ;    I  should  l ike to  come to 

see you  bu t have not had the t ime nor the 

oppor tun i ty or  any th ing els e tha t  I cou ld 

leave home perhaps you  may be surpr ised to  

receive a  le t ter  f rom me being so f ar  f rom 

home and in the c i rcumstances  in  which  
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engages  being at  war wi th our Southern 

people   bu t  I do not w ish you  to f eel  any 

apprehens ion in  reguard to my saf ety for  I  

expec t  the whole grand a rmy wi ll  retu rn 

home in the spr ing where we sha ll  l ive in  

en joyment  and happiness in  the fu ture;  I  

have not much to wr i te excep t tha t  I  am in 

good  c ircumstances a t  th is  t ime  we have a  

log house which we bu i l t  to l ive in  and we 

have a  s tove to  warm i t    there has not been 

any very ser ius cold  wea ther  here   we have 

bu i l t  qu i te a  l a rge c i ty so tha t  we have every 

th ing pret ty n ice wi th one excep t ion    and 

tha t  i s  the p resence of  the fai r  sec t  as  we 

cannot  enjoy there smi les ;   for  i t  i s  ou t  of  

the  ques t ion to  keep  them in a  sold iers  camp    

I  would advise brother  Will i am not to  t ry 

sold ier ing for  i t  i s  not  a  p leasan t peace of  

bus iness   there is  a  grea t  dea l  of  hard work 

about  

  



[page  3]  

i t  tha t  he does  not th ink of  and more i t  is  

ra ther  hard l ivi ng   I  have not  a  grea t  s tory 

to  rela te  bu t w i ll  say that  I  have of ten 

thought of  wr it ing to  you    should  you  

rec ive th is  le t ter  you  wi ll  remember  your  

long absen t Brother  and wr i te  to  him 

wi thout res t ran t  as  I l ike to  here f rom long 

unseen f r iends and you  must a l l  lea rn  to 

wr i te as  i t  i s  grea t  to here f rom you  as I  

cannot  be p resen t to  ta lk  to you    so no more 

a t  p resen t bu t remane yours  most  

Afec t iona te  

    Brother  

       Franc is  J .  Phelps  

  D irec t  

   Camp Gr i f f ins near  

   Washington D C  

   Colone l Irwins   reg 49 P.V.*  

     Care of   Cap G F Smith  

 

 * [Pennsylvan ia  Volun teers ]  

  



January 6,  1863                Let ter  #2  

          Camp near Whi teoak Church  Va  

     January 6 th 1863  

 Dear Fa ther  

    I  am wel l  and in  good  

hea lth  a t  th is  t ime; and hope to remain so;   

p rovidence permi t ing;    We are now in 

Winter  quar ters  now but do not  know how 

long we may s tay in  t ime as we have th ree 

days  ra t ions on hand a ll  the t ime wi th orders  

to  be in  read iness to m ove a t  a  moments 

not ice,  I  am qui te  compfor tab ly f ix t ;   have a  

whole ten t  by myse lf  and a  f i rep lace in  i t  

tha t  makes the ten t  so warm tha t  I  cannot 

s tay in  i t  somet imes ,    the wea ther  i s  qu i te 

warm here and very p leasan t  more l ike 

spr ing a t  home;   bu t  i t  may not  cont inue so 

long;  We wer in  the bat t le  of  Fredr ickburg 

and lay in  l ine of  ba t t le  th ree days ;  the shot  

and shell  f lew  round us l ike ha i l  bu t  there 

was not one hur t  in  the regiment ,  bu t  the  
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gun  s tacks had to  suf f er  as  severa l  of  them 

were hi t ;    and i t  was for tuna te tha t  we were 

not  ordered to  charge on the rebel  ba t terys  

for  if  we had there would not  be many lef t  

f or  we would have been  mowed down,  and i t  

was thought p rac t icab le to  fa l l  back acros t  

the r iver  on our old  l ine of  ba t t le ;  there i s  

not  much conf idance p laced in  the Genera l  

in  command of  the a rmy now but there i s  a  

grea t  l ik ing for  Mccla lland  and I  th ink the 

t roups would  f i te  bet ter  under  h im than any 

one else;   bu t  however  we must obay any 

one tha t  i s  pu t  in  command of  us,  and there 

a re  bu t f ew in the a rmy tha t  do not want the 

war over  for  us poor sold ier s  want to get  

home to see our f r iends Wifes  and Chi ld ren 

and if  the Government  would  let  us p riva ts  

set t le  i t  we would  go and shak e hands wi th 

the enemy then  go home;   and  th is  I wi l l  say 

i s  the sen t iment in  bouth a rmys ,  as  we  
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have ta lked wi th them on p icket  so you  see 

tha t  i t  i s  men in of f ice of  the government  

tha t  i s  keep ing i t  up and i t  proved  to be a  

n iger  war   I  suppose you  wil l  peraceave 

tha t  I  have tu rned f rom a republican to  a  

demeacra t  and so a re every man   I  hope you  

wi ll  not  th ink tha t  I  am doing rong bu t 

th ings have a ltered  f rom what  they wer two 

years  ago   and I  th ink there wi ll  be some 

more a ltera t ion  i n  even ts  to  come;   I have 

no more to wr i te  a t  presen t  bu t le t  me hear 

f rom you  soon    d i rec t  your  le t ters  as  usua l    

so good  buy f rom your   

  Aff ec t iona te Son  

   Franc is  J .  Phelps  

 

[page 4]  

P.S.  we have not  been  payed  of f  f oe s ix 

months bu t expec t i t  soon;  there i s  no let ter  

s tamps to  be had in  the army  I  would l ike 

some sen t  me.  

  



 

January 20,  1863                 le t ter  #3  

[ let terhead  engraving]  
“T HE  C O N ST ITU T IO N AN D  T HE  LAWS ”  

 

           Ha teras Is land [N.C.]  Jan 20 [1863]  

   [ i l legib le]  Emma[?]  

My Dear f r iend Sarah  

 Before I  came away I  p romised  to wr i te  to 

you ,  we a re now on an Is land  which belongs  

to  Nor th Carolina  

The p lace where we a re is  a  un ion p lace   

They were forced in to the rebel  a rmy,  when 

Gen .  But ler  took  th is  p lace the rebels  ran 

and they tha t  were forced in to the a rmy 

remained.  The Is land i s  about  for ty mi les  

long and two wide   i t  i s  mos t ly sand,  bu t 

whare i t  i s  not  i t  [ is]  mud and  wat er  wi th 

noth ing bu t rushes on i t .     There i s  qu i te  a  

number  of  k inds of  trees  on i t    I  never  saw 

any l ike them before   there i s  a  number  
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of  f ami lies  on the i s land bu t they can 

nei ther  read or  wr i te    bu t  they can count 

money qu ick enough.  We had  qui te  a  hard 

journey across the water  f rom Annapolis  to  

Hateras In let    when they came round the 

cape the cap ta in of  the boa t sa id tha t  if  we 

had been  two hours la ter  we should  have 

sunk   bu t  we got  th rough saf e,  bu t  ran in to 

a  sand and there the boa t lays    They t r ied 

qu i te a  number  of  t imes to  draw i t  of [ f ]  

when we were on i t  bu t  cou ld  not,  then they 

got  us of f  i t  and t r ied  aga in wi th th ree s team 

boa ts  to  d raw i t  of f  bu t can t s ta r t  i t  so i t  

la ys  there and is  a l l  b reak ing to  p ieces .   

There was one schooner  
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tha t  sank whi le  we were on the boa t  and 

r igh t  in  s igh t of  the boa t where [ I]  was   

There has two more sunk s ince we lef t  the 

bay    

There was a  number of  boa ts  Loaded wi th 

horses  belonging to  the f leet ,  one boa t was 

wreacked and ou t of  the one hundred and 

for ty horses tha t  was on board n inet een  were 

saved    They were a l l  f lung overboard   

some would swim for the shore   others  the 

waves would  dash aga ins t  the boa t   which 

k i l led  them ins tan t ly   they were a l l  the t ime 

wi th in a  f ew rods of  the shore   the men 

were a l l  saved bu t had a  hard  t ime  of  i t ,   I  

w ish you  would send me a bushel of  

doughnuts  and a  good  cheese ,  we move so 

of ten tha t  I  want someth ing  
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bes ides  hard bread to ea t  and  that  i s  a l l  we 

can get  when we a re moving,   wr i te soon  

and let  me know a ll  about the mat ters  a t  

school and Pot tersvi l le    bu t  I  mus t c lose 

wi th Love to  a l l  enqui reing fr iends   

remember  and keep a  good  share for  

yourse lf .  

 Yours tru ly   H.C.  Flagg  

  



March19,  1863           le t ter  #4  

    Penningtonvi le ,  Ches ter  County,  Pa,  

        March 19,  1863  

 Dear Fa ther ,  

     You wi ll  be 

surpr ised to  receive a  le t ter  f rom me,  

wr i t ten f rom the above named p lace  and in  

order  for  you  to unders tand why i t  i s  tha t  

you  receive one f rom me a t  th is  p lace,  

tak ing in to cons idera tion the t ime tha t  I  

would  have to serve in  th e army,  and tha t  I  

had to go th rough the p resent  Champaign,  

which may be one of  the serveares t  tha t  has 

been  had s ince the commencement  of  the 

war,  and i t  being a ltogether  l ike ly tha t  I  

might  rec ive a  wound tha t  would  c r ipp le me 

for  l i f e,  or  be k i l led  in  o ne of  the many 

ba t t les  tha t  may be fought this  summer,  I  

came to the conc lus ion to  do the bes t  th ing 

for  my f ami ly tha t  cou ld be done under the 

p resen t  c i rcumstances ,   and in  order  to do so 

I  have reen li s ted  in  the service of  my Cantry 

for  the term of  th re e years  more un less  

sooner  d ischarged ,  and rec ive the bountys  

given  to them who reen li s t  f rom the 

Government  and f rom the County which i s  

th ree hundred and f if ty dol la rs ,  and  



[page 1 con t ’d ]  

fu r thermore by doing so at  th is  t ime,  i t  has 

given  me the oppor t un i ty of  p laceing my 

fami ly in  good  c i rcumstances  th is  spr ing,   

and being a t  home I can do so bet ter  than 

when I am in the a rmy,  perhaps you  wi ll  

th ink I  have done a  fu ll i sh  th ing  
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bu t under  those cons idera t ions I  do not 

know how I cou ld wel l  avo id  tha t  my 

chances were small  dur ing the presan t 

Champaign,   there a re  bu t f ew men who 

have reen li s ted  tha t  have done as I  have 

a lthough  I  do not  c la im to be an excep t ion 

by br inging home a ll  of  their  bounty money 

and p laceing i t  in  thei r  Wife’s  hands.  I  

b rought home wi th me f ive hundred and 

f if ty da llors     I  supposed tha t  my wif e 

would  be tereab ly d isappoin ted  in  my doing 

so,  bu t i t  seems tha t  she i s  in  bet ter  har t  

than I an t ic ipa ted,  which I  was v ery happy 

to f ind.  

I  do not  th ink the war can las t  more th an 

twelve months longer ,  and i t  mus t be 

des ided one way or the other  th is  year  as  I  

th ink nea ther  par ty can hold  ou t  longer ,  and 

wi th the means I  have a t  hands I  belive I  

can get  a long bet ter  than I have I  have done 

dur ing the pas t  two years ,  and  there i s  a  

p rospec t  of  the pay of  the sold iers  being 

ra ised  there wi ll  be more inducements for  

men  to en li s t ,   I  would l iked  to come down 

to see you  th is  spr ing,  and in tended to do  
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so,  bu t  c i rcumstances preven ted  my doing 

so,  as  i t  takes  a l l  tha t  I  can earn to  keep  my 

fami ly,    when I  wrote tha t  le t ter  [ to]  

Mar tha about the Ir i sh man,  i t  was in tended 

for  me as I  thought of  surpr is ing you  by 

vis i t ing you  un expec ted ly  

I  was ou t on tha t  reconnascence of  the 21 of  

February and had a  very f ine t ime whi le  we 

were ou t .   I  have no more to wr i te of  

in teres t  so wi ll  b id you  good  buy  

Whi le  I  remain as ever  your  

    Son   

    Franc is  J .  Phelps  

 

P.S.   I  sha ll  remain  a t  home in t i l l  the 

e leven th  of  Apr i l ,  you  can wr i te  to  me here 

i f  you  l ike  

 

 

  



Apri l  1 ,  1863                 le t ter  #5  

              Harr i sburg  Apr i l  1st /63  

  Dear Fa ther ,  

   I  am wel l  and in  good  sp i r i t s  

and hoping tha t  these f ew lines  may f ind 

you  en joying the same b less ing.   I  am 

loca ted  a t  Harr i sburg the Capi tol  of  the 

s ta te   on provos t  du ty for  the p resan t t ime   

I  cannot compla in of  my t rea tment    so f ar  

every th ing has gone on wel l    I  th ink tha t  I  

may not  go to the a rmy for  some t ime,    our 

boys  wr i te  home tha t  ou t regiment  has bu t 

70 men f i t  f or  du ty now,  should  they 

decreace in  the same degree tha t  they have 

for  the las t  two months there wi ll  not  be  a  

man f i t  f or  du ty   then the regiment  w i ll  be 

d isbanded as i t  would take a  long t ime to 

f i l l  up the ranks a t  the ra te we a re recru i t ing 

for  we get  
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bu t f ew men now,    un less  they [ f i l l]  the old  

regiment  up wi th nex t d raf t   which I th ink 

they wi ll  bu t  tha t  w i ll  ta ke some t ime for  

there wi ll  be so many to be f i l led  tha t  our 

regiment  w i ll  not  s tand a  very good  chance 

of  get t ing fu ll    My wif e and Chi ld ren wer 

wel l  when I  lef t  them,    I  got  pa id yes terday 

and sen t the money home   I  have no more to 

wr i te so good  bye f rom your  af f ec t iona te 

Son 

 

    Franc is  J .  Phelps  
  



Apri l  13,  1863                le t ter  #6  

        Camp Cur t in   Harr i sburg  Apr i l  13 /63  

    Dear Fa ther  

     I  received  your  

very welcome let t er  las t  Wednesday and was 

very g lad  to hear f rom you ,  tha t  you  a re 

wel l  and in  good  sp i r i t s .   I  am well  as  usua l ,    

You say tha t  Sarah is  going to  teach ing 

school th is  summer   I  d id not  suppose that  

they had advanced in there as  to become,  

school teachers,    bu t  I  am happy to f ind 

tha t  they have improved  there t ime,    wh ich 

to  my own sor row I  have neglec ted  so much 

tha t  I  have been  under the necess i ty of  

s tudying ever  s ince more or  less .  

You wished to  know whether those  

daguerreotypes  came,   they d id,  I  thought I  

wrote about them in my las t ,  bu t  perhaps I  

f orgot  i t ,  however  I  w i l l  t ry to  remember  

th ings bet ter  the nex t t ime  

  



 

[page 2]  

they look  very na tura l  bu t they have grown 

so la rge tha t  I do not suppose tha t  I should 

know them if  I  wer  to  see them,    there has 

been  an Order i ssued to muster  ou t of  

service a l l  of  the s upernumery Off icers  of  

the consolida ted  regiments  in  the f ie ld  and I  

come under the head of  the l i s t  w i th them so 

I  sha ll  be mustered ou t in  a  week  or  two 

then  I should l ike to get  a  commiss ion as a  

second Lieu t  -  if  possab le -  as  I  cannot  ea rn 

more for  th e suppor t  of  my fami ly than to  be 

in  the a rmy,    I  suppose my wif e would  

ra ther  have me s tay a t  home and go to work 

and i t  may be for  my benef i t  bu t  I  am liab le  

to  the d raf t  which I do not des i re  to  have 

presed  on me for  I  would  ra ther  be a  

vo lun t ier  than a  d raf ted man   My f ami ly a re  

a l l  wel l  when I heard f rom them las t ,   and I  

hope soon to be wi th them the res t  of  my 

days  which I  hope end in peace and 

happiness   I have not much more to  wr i te   I 

may th ink of  coming up to N.H.   to  see you  

somet ime before long so good  buy 

 From your  son  

      Franc is  J .  Phelps  



Apri l  16,            le t ter  #7  

        Harr i sburg  Apr i l  16th,  1863  

   Dear S is ter  

  I t  i s  p leasure tha t  I take my pen  in  

hand to wr i te  you  a f ew lines .  Tha t may be 

of  in teres t  to  you ,  and I  am happy to hear 

f rom,  Fa ther  tha t  you  a re wel l .  I  am wel l  

and in  good  sp i r i t s  a t  the p resan t t ime,  and 

hope these f ew lines  reach you ,  in  saf ety,  I 

am on guard in  camp to day,  i t  i s  ra in ing,  

and the wea ther  is  very bad,  bes ides  i t  i s  so 

very du ll  here,  tha t  I  d id not know what to 

do wi th myse lf ,    there a re bu t f ew men in 

camp,and noth ing of  in teres t  going on here,  

tha t  I  set  myse lf  down wr i t ing;  There  is  a  

p rospec t  of  my being mustered  ou t of  the 

service in  a  week or  two,  as  there was an 

order  i s sued to  tha t  ef ec t  f rom the war 

depar tment for  supernumery Off icers  to  be 

mustered  ou t of  the service,  and s ince the 

consolada t ion of  my   
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regiment .  I  come under the head  of  the l i s t  

of  the supernumeres ,  should  I  be so happy 

as to  get  a  d ischarge f rom the service,  i t  

may be possab le tha t  I  may come home th is  

spr ing should  noth ing previn t ,  and I th ink i t  

may be the on ly oper tun i ty I  may have of  

seeing my f r iends.  

I t  has been  a  very long t ime s ince I  saw 

your  smi ling faces,  and the joyous  laugh,  

tha t  rang ou t on the s t i l l  even ing a i r  of  a  

sof t  summer  day,  when I  lef t  you ,  l i t t le  

th ink ing tha t  when I  went tha t  I should be 

so long away.  But t ime f l ies  swif t ly,  we 

know not  the ways  of  God,  his  works a re 

many and pas t  comprehens ion ,  i t  w i th 

p lasure tha t  I th ink of  those t imes  when we 

used to  sc ramble over  the grean  pas ture of  

our  Fa thers  f a rm in search of  ch ickerberys  

and other f ru i t ,  those t imes a re pas t  and 

gone,  and we have grown older  in  years ,  but  

perhaps our hear ts  a re as  j oyous  as ever ,  

s t i l l  there  
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i s  not  tha t  ch i ld ishness connec ted  wi th i t  a s  

in  our young days ,  and as we a re get ing 

old er  we see tha t  there i s  someth ing let ter  to  

bet ter  to  l ive for ,   we have a  br igh t future 

before us,  which if  every moment  i s  

employed  in someth ing tha t  w i ll  advance 

our  knowledge,  and improve  our minds wi th 

a  bet ter  unders tand ing.  Then as we look  

th rough the long prospec t ive,  and see 

fu lf i lment  of  p rophecy and promise,  though 

i t  may be accompanied by d iscouragements 

annoyances ,  and perp lex i t ies  yet  in  a l l  our  

s tud ies we  should not be d iscouraged ,  but 

advance wi th a  s teady s tep up  the ladder of  

fame.   The Bib le  i s  a  book  al l  should  s tudy,  

w i th d i l lagence and unders tand ing,  f or  

th rough i t  we shun a very many evi l  ways  of  

s in  and wickedness,  I t  gives  us bu t one view 

of  our case,  and apar t  f rom the f ree,  

unmer i ted grace of  God,  au thor izes  no hope 

for  a  s ingle sou l,    i t  i s  a  mournfu ll  t ru th,  

bu t  as  the word of  God teaches  thus  
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should  we l ive by h is  p rec ips  and example,   

and upon h is  t ru ths we must p lan t  ourselves  

a  fundamenta l  p r inc ip le .  So I  w i ll  say no 

more for  th is  t ime,  but I  f ind  by Fa ther ’s  

le t ter  tha t  you  a re agoing to teach school 

th is  summer    I am glad  to  hear  tha t  you  a re 

qua lif ied to  ins t ruc t  the young,  and may you  

commence wi th mi ldness  and  af f ec t ion,  not  

to  be s tern or  overbareing bu t p lesan t to  a l l  

your  schola rs    seek  to  ga in there hear ts  and 

af f ec t ion,  then they wi ll  obey you  in every 

th ing,  otherwise you  may have t rouble.  

Now no more for  the p resan t whi le  I  remain 

your  Affec t iona te  

      Brother  

     Franc is  J .  Phelps  

Wri te  soon  for  I  do l ike to hear  f rom home   

d i rec t  your  le t t ers  to  Penningtonvi l le ,  

    Ches ter  County 

 

  



 

 

Ju ly 18,  1863            le t ter  #8  

 

        Moscow Leugerns  Co Ju ly 18 th 63  

      Dear Fa ther  

  I t  i s  wi th p lasure tha t  I take my 

pen  in  hand to inform you  tha t  we a re s t i l l  

on  recru i t ing service,    we have not  

rec ru i ted bu t one man since we have been  

here,   there i s  a  prospec t  of  our  going back 

to  the a rmy af ter  the Draf t ,  which is  in  

p rogress  a t  the p resan t t ime,  the f i rs t  of  th e 

Draf t  commences on the 21s t  of  th is  month   

there has been qu i te  a  r iot  in  New York on 

account of  the Draf t ,  bu t  i t  has to  be 

enforced,   there can be no opors i t ion to  the 

laws of  the Government ,  and i t  ought to be 

known tha t  the presan t rebel l ion  must be  pu t 

down and the Union must and  sha ll  be 

p reserved ,  I do not know the reason the 

people have so much opors i t ion  to the 

demands of  the p resan t admin is t rat ion,  they 

a re doing a ll  they can to  suppress the 

rebel l i on .  And when we a re jus t  beginn ing 

to  see the l igh t  of  peace break ing th rough  
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the c louds of  des sola t ion  that  has obscured 

the hor izon of  our once happy country,   by 

the many vic torys  tha t  have la te ly dawned 

upon our vic tor ious a rmy of  the Potomac,  

and a lso of  the wes t .  

Therefore a re there n ot  people enough  in 

these un i ted s ta tes ,  tha t  have pa tr iot ic  

f eeling in  remembrance of  the deeds of  the 

noble fa thers  of  the revo lu t ion .  Who have 

bu i l t  up one of  the bes t  Governments  on the 

face of  the ear th.  I t  i s  my des i re  to  see our 

Union res tored  to i t s  once peacefu ll  secur i ty 

and prosper i ty,  tha t  has given  us these long 

years  of  happy progress  and independence,  

now a lthough our country has  been  

s t ruggleing,  wi th the elements  of  c ivi l  war,  

and as darkness i s  d isappearing f rom the 

heavens  when our a rmys  are ga in ing laurels  

for  themselves ,  on the ba t t le f ield ,  is  i t  

wrong for  people to  c rea te  fudes among 

themselves  in  opos i t ion  to the demands of  

the Government ,    
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there i s  a  law made by which  men  can buy 

themselves  f rom the draf t  by paying 300 

dol la rs  in  to  the hands of  any Off icer  

ins t ruc ted to receive the money,    there can 

be c lubs formed for  the purpus of  ra is ing 

money for  those tha t  a re too poor ,  and 

cannot  get  the money,  the men  of  th is  p lace 

have formed a c lub for  that  purpus,  and 

should  men be draf ted they wi ll  rec ive $300 

whether they go or  not ,  which  wi ll  benef i t  

there f ami lys  i f  they have any.  And th is  one 

ins tance of  the many tha t  in  l ike manor 

might  the people help  there countryman.   

Yet  the Government  may a lready have the 

means by [wh ich]  they can suppress th is  

w i llfu ll  d is in teres tedness for  the res tora t ion 

of  our Union.  There a re those who a re doing 

a ll  they can to prolong the war.  And wi th 

incred ib le  and amusing s tup id i ty some of  

them hones t ly th ink i t  s t range tha t  a  grea t  

sovereign ,  imper ia l  Government  would not 

suf f er  i t self  to  be snuff ed out  l ike a  ta l low 

d ip.  
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These gen t ry who have not  had the courage 

to  f igh t and main ta in wi th arms  the cause 

which they af f ec t  to  cons ider  so jus t  and 

holy,  a re the most  con tempt ib le  phenomena 

of  the rebel l ion ,  they congrega te wi th our 

one indigmous  copperheads and h iss  a t  the 

Government  to which they to  which they ask 

the secur i ty of  thei r  l ives  and  r igh ts ,  and the 

p rotec t ion  of  a l l  the p roper ty which has not  

been  exhumed by the relen t les  despot ism for 

the success of  which they so arden t ly p ray.  

Those men  ought not to  have a  pace on 

God’s  foots too l upon which they cou ld  s tand   

f or  they have no hear t  f or  the many poor 

men  tha t  are  suf f er ing for  the country and 

the many break ing hear ts  that  are  lef t  a t  

home,  w iddoes and orphans.  I  w i l l  c lose by 

saying tha t  I  am wel l  and t rus t  th is  may f ind  

you  the same whi le  I  remain your  

af f ec t iona te Son 

      

    Franc is  J .  Phelps  

 

  



August 13,  1863          le t ter  #9  

       Moscow Luzerne Co.  Augus t  13 th 1863     

           Dear S is ter  

   I t  i s  wi th p leasure tha t  I  take 

my pen  in  hand to wr i te you  a  f ew lines  for  

the second t ime.  I  rec ived  your  le t ter  some 

t ime ago,  and was very g lad  to  here f rom 

you ,  your  busy a t  home a ll  the t ime you  

might  employ tour  t ime of tener  in   wr i t ing 

to  me,   i t  i s  p lesan t to  here f rom f r iends a l l  

fa r  d is tan t  and to peruse the long let ters  of  

the ones we love.  But s i s ter  you  say tha t  

your  wr i t ing i s  bad,  e legab le  bu t there i s  

t ime fore improvement ,  and you  ought to  

open  a  cores pondanse wi th some of  your  

acqua in tances for  tha t  purpus .  What i s  more 

beau t ifu ll  than a  wel l  wr i ten let ter ,  where 

one can read i t  w i thout s top ing to spell  

every word,  i t  is  a  b ranch of  s tudy which 

wi ll  be a  companion to  you  in  your  lone and 

weary hours of  soli tude.   Then  when you  can 

pass your  t ime p lesan t ly away in  speak ing to 

your  f r iends a t  a  d is tan ts .   I  suppose you  

have been ou t a t  making hay for  Fa ther  th is  

summer .   Tha t is  more than the gi r ls  do in  

th is  par t  of  the un i ted s tates ,  because they  
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use the horse -powers to do there work here 

and i t  saves  labour.  I  expec t to go back to 

my regiment  on the f i r s t  of  Sep tember  as  i t  

i s  to be f i ld  up wi th the conscr ips.  I am very 

p leasan t ly s i tuated  here,  and do not ca re 

much about going back to the a rm y.   I  

suppose Sarah has got  my le t ter  I  wrote to 

her  some t ime ago   wr i te  to me and let  me 

know for she has not answered  i t  yet .  I  have 

no more to wr i te  of  in teres t  so I  w i l l  c lose,  

whi le  I  remain your  

 

  Aff ec t iona te Brother  

     Franc is  J .  Phelps  

 

  



August 22,  1863               le t ter  #10  

 

          Moscow Luzerne Co.  Augus t  22d /63  

       Dear Fa ther  

       There i s  not much 

new tha t  i s  of  interes t  here,  no more than 

you  have heard,   they a re s t i l l  peging away 

a t  Char les town,   I  th ink the nes t  of  t reaso n 

wi ll  soon  be ours,  or  in  ashes ,  and wi th the 

tak ing of  tha t  C i ty we hope to  see the 

rebel l i on  go down.  This  un ion  never  was so 

grea t  as  now.  The s torm which has torn i ts  

sa i ls ,  and racked i t s  s ides,  and s t ra ined i t s  

cab les ,  has on ly embeded  i t s  anchors m ore 

securely in  the ear th.  The ques t ion  of  i s  

permanance i s  a lready set t led ,  the c lose of  

the rebell i on  i s  on ly a  mat ter  of  t ime,   i t  

w i l l  come and the arch - t ra i tor  w i ll  exc la im 

as d id Lord Nor th when he heard of  the 

sur render  of  Cornwalli s ;  O God i t s  a l l  over ,  

i t  i s  a l l  over ,  be pa tien t ,  be hopefu ll ;  Let  

God work i t  ou t ,  
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f or  H is hand i s  in  this  war as  surely as  H is 

hand was in  the deliverance of  the Hebrews 

f rom Egypt ,  i t  is  sa id th is  was the s lave 

holders  war on Law and Government ,  bu t  i t  

migh t  be ca ld  the Lords war on  the na t iona l 

w ickedness,  on a  s lavehold ing barbar ism,  

and when the war is  over  the wickedness 

wi ll  be expia led  in  b lood ,  and  barbar ism 

wi ll  have disappeared forever .  As sure as  

the S laveholder ’s  hand i s  seen  tea r ing the 

cons t i tu t ion to peaces ,  God’s  hand i s  seen  

break ing of f  the f et ters  of  the s lave,  peace 

wi ll  not  come un t i l l  f reedom is  secured.  

When  the na t ion i s  r igh t we sha ll  be 

vic tor ious .  God  wi ll  keep  us in  the c ruc ib le  

un t i l l  the d read of  this  p lague i s  burned of f .  

Who would want th is  war c losed  un t i l l  we 

get  ready for  a  f i rm las t ing peace,  un t i l l  the 

viper  tha t  has been s t inging and poison ing  
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us i s  dead.    O what a  country ours  w i ll  be 

when the s ta tes  sha ll  be un i ted    when the 

dear old  f lag sha ll  wave f rom Maine to  

Georgia ,  f rom the At lan t ic  to  the Pac if ic ,  

when s lavery sha ll  have become ex t inc t ,  

when the barbar ism of  the Southern soc iety 

sha ll  have given  way to a  bet ter  c ivi l iza t ion,  

when those immense cot tonf ields  sha ll  be 

worked by f ree labor or  cu t  up in to fa rms 

for  our b rave sold iers ,  when by those 

b lood yed  r ivers  huge manufac tor ies  s ha ll  

r i se ,  when there sha ll  be no cause of  

desola t ion  and s t r if e,  bu t  when  a ll  w i l l  be 

an imated  by one common interes t ,  insp i red 

by a  common fa i th  in  Liber ty and R eligion .    

Tha t day wi ll  come,  i t  may be away over  

some dark t r ia ls  beyond  some f earfu ll  

ca lami t ies    bu t  i t  w i l l  come;  i t  w i l l  be such 

a  day as Washington  and Hancock and 

Adams p ic tu red and dreamed about  
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and prayed  for    i t  w i l l  come wi th i t s  

b less ings ,  and be greeted  with Hallelu j ahs,  

i t  w i l l  be the Millenn ium of  poli t ica l  glory,  

the Sabba th of  Liber ty and the Jub i lee of  

Humanity.  

   I  have no more to wr i te  but  

   w i l l  say tha t  I am wel l  and  

   so a re my f ami ly and I  t rus t  

   you  wi ll  rec ive th is  in  the  

   enjoyment  of  good  hea lth  

 So good  buy whi le  I  remain  

 your  af f ec t iona te Son  

   Franc is  J .  Phelps  

 

 

  



September  13,  1863         le t ter  #11  

           Camp Cur t in  Harr isburg  Sep t 13 /63  

         Dear S is ter ,  

    Not  having heard f rom 

you  s ince I  have moved  my pos t ,   thought 

you  would l ike to hear f rom me,   I have 

been  in  Camp Cur t in  two weeks ,  and was in  

Washington s ince wi th a  squad of  men.  I t  i s  

very t i resome r ideing on the cars ,  so fa r ,  

w i th men in charge,  f or  i t  keeps  a  person on 

the lookout  a l l  of  the t ime,  they a re ap t  to  

get  of f  the t ra in when  i t  s tops  a t  a  s ta t ion.  I  

had ra ther  be on du ty in  camp than to go any 

p lace wi th a  par ty of  recru i ts .  

I t  i s  not  l ikely tha t  we sha ll  go to  the 

regiment  for  some t ime,  so we sha ll  be kep t 

here on du ty dur ing the d raf t .  I t  is  j us t  two 

years  to  day s ince I en li s ted  in  the service,  

and I have th i r teen months to  serve yet ,  

un less  sooner  d ischarged .  Which I hope wi ll  

be the case,  as  there  
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i s  some ta lk of  peace among the rebells ,  

they a re get t ing t i red of  the war more than 

we a re,  and there sources of  communica t ion 

and supplys  a re  b eing cu t of f ,  so tha t  there 

ter r i tory i s  d imin ish ing in  circumfrance,  

w i th the advance of  our V ic tor ious  armys .  

Who is  there tha t  cannot be p roud of  

glour ious  sons of  l iber ty who a re march ing 

on  to concor a  rebel l ious  foe.  Tha t would  

des t roy our peace,  and  our l iber ty.  We f ind 

tha t  the nes t  of  t reeson  is  being swept f rom 

the face of  the ear th.  For t  Sumter  is  a  mass 

of  ru ins,  and i t  w i l l  not  be long t i l l  

Char les ton  Ci ty wi ll  fa l l ,  and  with i t ,  the 

h idred head of  rebel l ion .  

Then  may we c ry the song   Hois t  up  the 

f lag   long may she wave.  

Over  the Union so noble,  and  so brave.  I t  i s  

a  d reary day in  camp,  the c louds a re 

o’erspread the heavens,  there was qu i te a  

heavy shower  las t  nigh t,  which was very 

dry.  We are about to move our camp to some 

other  par t  of  Harr isburg th is  week ,  as  th is  

was the old  f a irground.  I  th ink i t  w i l l  be 

used for  tha t  purpus th is  season .  I  th ink tha t  
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i s  what we a re to  move for .  I  was a t  home 

week  before las t ,  my fami ly a re  well  and 

they sen there love to  you  and  the res t  of  

the folks .  There i s  not  much of  in t res t  to 

wr i te,  excep[ t]  I got  qu i te  a  sok ing las t  

n igh t in  the ra in going ou t to  the p icn ic  

  So I  w i ll  b id you  good  bye and  

  wr i te soon .    Whi le  I  remain  

  Your af f ec t iona te  

      Brother  

     Franc is  J .  Phelps    

 

  



 Sep tember  27,  1863               le t ter  #12  

     Camp Cur t in   Harr i sburg  Sep t 27 th 1863  

    Dear S is ter  

         I  suppose you  a re 

looking for  an answer  to you r  le t ter  tha t  you  

wrote to me some t ime ago.  But  having been 

busy most a l l  the t ime s ince I  have not  had 

the oper tun i ty to  conf ine myself  to  wr i t ing.  

And to day I  am act ing Off icer  of  the guard.  

Which i s  the same as Capta in   and 

recognized  by the red sash they were over  

there shoulder as  I  have one over  mine  I  am 

en t i t led  to  tha t  respec t  tha t  a  Capta in in  the 

f ie ld  has.  

The t ime I  take to  pen th is  noa t ,  i s  whi le  on  

du ty in  the Guards room in the guardhouse.  

There i s  conf ined here 18 prisoners ,  near ly 

a l l  deser ters  and i t  requ ires  th i r ty Guards to 

watch them  We have very p lesan t wea ther 

here today,  the sun beams down upon us 

qu i te warm,  there i s  not  a  c loud  to be seen 

in  the heavens,  t ru ly th is  i s  a  love ly day for  

the saba th.  But sold iers  have no t ime to 

a t tend to d ivine  worsh ip,  excep t  i t  i s  

per formed in camp,  then i t  is  not  very wel l  

a t tended by them,   
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for  there i s  not much tha t  is  God ly seen  in  a  

sold iers  l i f e .  If  a  c iva ll ions  were to go 

a round among the quar ters  of  the men they 

would  f ind them p laying cards or  a t  mos t 

any other  game,  that  can be thought of .  In  

fac t  th is  war has degrad ed more men  of  

sound mora l  p r inc ip les  than any th ing tha t  

can be brought to bare on the wellf a i r  of  

man.  Men of  rel igious  minds going in to the 

a rmy,  w i ll  soon  forget  h is  heavenly ways ,  

and become degraded in mind ,  if  not  in  

p r inc ip le .  

War  i s  a  des t roying a gen t  to every th ing 

lovely,  vi r tuous and honorable.  And 

thousands of  young men who have en tered  

the service of  there country,  have become 

degraded  in p r inc ip le  and vir tue,  and 

noth ing can s tay the p rogress  of  a  downward 

course when they a re th rown in to soc iety of  

those who compose a  la rge army,  for  they 

a re made up of  d if f eren t c lasses  of  men 

th roughout th is  Country  

 

   [No ending sugges ts  missing page or  

pages .  Edi tor]  

 



October 15,  1863        le t ter  #13  

   Camp Cur t in   Oct 15 th 1863  

 Dear Fa ther ,  

     I t  i s  wi th p leasure 

tha t  I  have t ime to pen you  these f ew lines .  

I  suppose you  have heard of  the Union 

Vic tory we have ganed hear in  Pennsylvan ia  

for  Andrew G.  Cur t in ,  A lthough  the 

major i ty i s  not  so la rge as I  expec ted  yet  i t  

i s  enough to el ic t  h im.  I went  ho me to vote,  

as  I  was a  marr ied man I  had no vote in  

Harr isburg.  Ohio has elec ted  there Union 

candida te  by near ly 100 000 major i ty and 

we a re have Union Vic tor ies  every where 

excep t  in  the f ie ld ,  we hope by th is  elec t ion  

tha t  there wi ll  be a  vigor ious  suppo r t  given  

to  the Adminis t ra t ion for  the purpus of  

pu t t ing down th is  rebel l ion ,  and I th ink i t  

w i l l  be the  means of  giving conf idance to 

the Southern -- - - -  people in  the Government  

of  the Nor th and they wi ll  take hold  and 

help  themself s .   

  There a re  a  grea t  many of  the old  sold iers  

en li s t ing for  th ree years  more,  my regiment  

has en li s ted ,  a l l  bu t  those tha t  a re a t  home 

on  recru i t ing service  
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 I  do not  th ink I  w i ll  en li s t  aga in  as I  have 

my f ami ly to  suppor t  and i t  cannot  be done 

on  13 dolla rs  a  month,  not  bu t  what I would  

l ike to  serve for  the war bu t c i rcumstances 

a t  home wi ll  not  permi t  me to remain away 

f rom home my fami ly for  any longer  t ime 

than I have a ll  ready en li s ted  for  

My f ami ly a re  a l l  wel l  and in  good  sp i r i t s      

My younges t  i s  growing  very f as t    h is  name 

is  Franc is  J .  Phelps  Jnr   Named by my wif e 

whi le  I  was in  the a rmy;  

   I  have not  much more to  

Wri te  bu t give my love to  

Brothers  and S is ters   and excep t  

a  sha i r  f or  you  and Mother  

Whi le  I  remain your  

     Aff ec t iona te  

   Son 

  Franc is  J ,  Phelps  

 

    Wri te  soon   And tel l  

    S is  Sarah to answer  my 

    le t ter   

  



October 24,  1863         le t ter  #14  

    Camp Cur t in  

               Harr i sburg,  Oct 24 th /63  

   Dear Fa ther  

      I t  has been  

some t ime s ince I rec ived  s  le t ter  f rom you ,  

and not  knowing whether you  were s ick or  

wel l ,  I thought I  would pen these f ew lines  

to  you  for  the purpus of  get ing informat ion 

in  regard to  your  hea lth .  I  suppose you  have 

heard of  the des is ion our S tate  has given  in  

reguard to  the cons t i tus iona li ty of  the  war.  

We have elec ted  A G Cur tin  by 15,600.  Odd 

major i ty,  over  Woodward the copperhead 

candida te    and a ll  of  the s tates  a re Loya l to  

the Union.  I have not much of  in teres t  to  

wr i te    

I  expec t to  change my s ta t ion  in  a  f ew days ,  

and go ou t rec ru i t ing  
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aga in,  as  they a re ca ll ing in  a l l  of  those tha t  

have been ou t the longes t ,  in  for  du ty a t  

Camp Cur t in ,  and sending ou t those tha t  a re  

here   So I  w i ll  c lose by b id ing you  good  

buy,  and tel l  s i s ters  Sarah & Mar tha to  wr i te  

as  soon  as they can c onveinan t ly ( tha t  is  if  

they have a  mind to. )  there is  no compuls ion 

on  my par t  bu t  I  would  l ike to  hear f rom 

home some t imes  

 And I  remain Your  

  Aff ec t iona te Son  

   Franc is  J .  Phelps   

      To Jason Phelps  

 

  



 

 

Oc tober 30,  1863             le t ter  #15  

   Camp Cur t in  

        Harr i sburg  Oct 30 th /63  

  Dear S is ter  

    I  jus t  now rec ived your  

le t ter ,  and was very much p leased  to hear 

f rom you ,  a l l though  i t  has been  some t ime 

s ince,  I  las t  heard f rom you .   Happy to hear 

tha t  you  a re wel l  and in  good  sp i r i t s ,  Yo u 

say tha t  your  school terminated  sooner  than 

was in tended to c lose.  I  am sor ry for  your  

sake,  bu t you  must improve your  leasure 

moments  a t  home.  

There i s  some prospec t  of  my going ou t on 

recru i t ing service aga in soon  as they a re 

going to  keep  but ten  men  a t  Camp Cur t in .  

The most of  my regiment  have reen li s t ed  for  

th ree years  excep t those who are on 

recru i t ing service.  But I  do not  th ink I  sha ll  

en li s t  aga in un t i l l  my th ree years  a re ou t   I  

have a  l i t t le  more than eleven  months to 

serve.  They a re giving 50 0 dol la rs  bounty 

for  old  sold iers  bu t I  can earn  650  a year  a  
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grea t  dea l  eas ier  than  carrying a  musket  and 

a  load on my back.  

I  was a t  home on elec t ion  day in  th is  s ta te  

to  vote,  and we E lec ted  Andrew G Cur t in  

Governor  aga in.  My f ami ly a re  a l l  w ell  and 

in  good  hea lth ,  they l ive in  among a nes t  of  

Copperheads,  and they do not  l ike i t  much   

bu t  i t  can not be help t  t i l l  nex t spring when 

they wi ll  move to another  p lace.  I  th ink the 

war wi ll  d raw to a  c lose soon ,  if  we have 

fur ther  success as  we have  had,  the 

confederacy i s  get t ing nar rower e  very week  
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I  have not  much of  in teres t  to  wr i te  and you  

must excuse the wr i t ing as I have no tab le  to  

wr i te on   So good  buy wr i te soon whi le  I  

remain your  

 Affec t iona te Brother  

  Franc is  J .  Phelps  

  



November  30,  1863         le t ter  #16  

          Camp Cur t in  Harr isburg  

          Nov 30 th 1863  

 Dear Fa ther  

      You wi ll  

perseave tha t  I  am back in  the old  camp 

aga in,  bu t have not long to s tay,  having 

been  Ordered  here for  the purpus of  

repor t ing to  our regiment .  Which we sha ll  

do th is  week .  I t  is  no more than I expec ted 

as the recru it ing has been thrown in to the 

hands of  the Provos t  Marshal ls  - - - - - --  
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I t  i s  chear ing news.  I  think the war i s  very 

near d rawing to a  c lose,  f or  my par t  I  w ish 

i t  was over .  

My f ami ly has been  very un -wel l .  I have not 

had any oper tun i ty to  go home before I  sha ll  

go to  my regiment    So good  buy   I have 

noth ing of  in teres t  to wr i te .  I  w i l l  le t  you  

know how and where I am when  I g et  to  my 

reg’ t    whi le  I  remain your  af fc ’ t   

    Son 

     Franc is  J  Phelps   

  



December  3 1863          le t ter  #17  

          Camp Cur t in  Harr isburg  

            Dec 3rd 1863,  

 Dear S is ter ,  

    I  am now in Camp 

Curt in ,  and wi ll  remain  here t i l l  nex t 

Monday,  we  sha ll  s ta r t  f or  the army of  the 

Potomac.  I t  had been  expec ted  tha t  Orders  

would  come for  us sooner  or  la ter .  I  would 

ra ther  s tay here th rough the winter ,  where 

we have i t  comfor tab le  bu t I  suppose we 

sha ll  have to some of  the b i t ter  w i th the 

sweet ,  bu t  i t  w i l l  not  make much d if f erence 

should  the wea ther  con t inue as p leasan t as  i t  

i s  now,  so tha t  we do not  have to  t ramp to 

much Virgin ia  mud.  I t  would been p lesan t 

for  us to  s tayed  ou t  on recrui t ing service 

dur ing the res t  of  our t i rm  
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of  service,  which exp i res the twenty four th 

of  nex t Oct.  coming,  the most  of  the 

regiment  has reen li s ted  for  th ree years ,  and 

I  suppose tha t  they wi ll  have us to  do the  
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same,  bu t we can t see i t ,  the most of  us have 

Wifes  and f ami lys ,  a l though  the bou nty i s  

qu i te la rge bu t i t  is  not  suf f ican te for  me,  if  

they would give me s ix hundred  and f if ty,  a  

year  for  th ree years   then I would  ta lk to  

them,  which i s  as  much as I  can earn a t  th is  

p resan t t ime.  But however  I  th ink the war i s  

near ly over    i t  cannot  las t  more than n ine 

months longer ,  if  our Genera ls  do r igh t and 

follow up every advantage they ga in,   in  

fac t  I  th ink I  see the dawning of  peace,  the 

dark c lowd of  rebel l ion  seems to be l i f t ing 

s lowly f rom the face of  th is  once - -  

peacefu ll  and prosperus n a t ion ,  thousands of  

l ives  have been  sacr if iced for  th is  noble 

con t ry and i t  may be tha t  I  may la y my body 

in the dus t  f or  the same,  yet  I  t rus t  in  God’s  

p rotec t ing hand to b r ing me saf e th rough to 

the end.  I have noth ing of  interes t  to  wr i te 

so  give my lov e to  a l l  enquiring f r iends  

whi le  I  remain  

your      Aff ec t iona te  

  Brother  

    

  Franc is  J .  Phelps  

  



[Date unknown]        le t ter  #  18  

  [  Per  J .E.  Phelps,  “ th is  le t ter  i s  apparen t ly 

la ter  than the one of  Nov.  30 1863.”]    

       Camp near Brandy S ta t ion  Virgin ia  

       Dear Fa ther  

      I  am now in 

the army of  the Potomac again.   The 

recru i t ing par t ies  lef t  Harr isburg on the 

seven th  of  th is  month,  and ar r ived  a t  the 

regiment  on  the n in th a t  s ix  O’c lock ,    we 

came a ll  the way by ra i l ,  excep t  two mi les  

which we walked f rom Brandy S ta t ion.  

Wel l  I  suppose we have got  to  t ramp some 

more of  V irgin ia  soi l  f or  a  whi le  longer  bu t 

thank God i t  i s  on ly for  n ine months a t  

leas t .  There a re many of  our regiment  

reen li s t ing for  three years  in  the Veteran 

Corp,  none are a lowed to en li s t  tha t  have 

more than one year  to  serve,  so there a re  

none en li s t ing bu t the old  sold iers .   They 

a re to rec ive four hundred and two dolla rs  

bounty,  which i s  to be pa id in  ins ta l lments ,  

d ivided  
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in to s ix  months each,  and as soon as  they 

a re mustered  out of  the old  th ree year  t i rm 

they rec ive there back pay and there bounty 

of  one hundred dol la rs ,  then as soon  as they 

a re sworn in  aga in they rec ive seven ty f ive 

dol la rs  of  the new bounty.  But i t  i s  a  b ig 

th ing I  can’ t  see i t ,  a s  my t i me is  so near 

ou t .  I  do not  th ink I  sha ll  t ie  myse lf  down to 

hard tack for  three years  more   I  th ink I 

have a  bet ter  prospec t  a t  home,  having been 

of f ered  two dolla rs  and f if ty  cen ts  a  day a t  

run ing an engine,  which wi ll  be much 

p lesan ter  than sold ier ing,  whether  I  get  tha t  

amount per  day or  not .  

I  th ink the war is  near ly over ,  a t  any ra te  i t  

cannot  las t  more than a  year  a t  the most .  I t  

comes  a  l i t t le  [ hard]  to  do du ty in  camp on 

the f ield ,  s ince I  have been away on  

recru i t ing service,  f or  a  short  s tay a t  home 

takes the mi li ta ry a l l  ou t  of  a  man.  I have  

not  much of   
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in teres t  to wr i te ,  i t  has been  very cold  here 

s ince I  came here and i t  has ra ined for  the 

las t  three days .  the wea ther is  very cold  and 

c loud y to day.   I am well  excep t  a  very bad 

coa ld ,    g ive my love to  a l l  of  my Brothers  

and S is ters  and some for  you r  self   so good  

buy whi le  I  remain your     Aff ec t iona te  

 Son 

    Franc is  J .  Phelps  

             D irec t  

   Washington,  D.C.  

   49 th regiment    P .V.  

       6 th army Corps  

  



December  22,  1863        le t ter  #19  

      Camp near Brandy S ta t ion ,  Va  

                Dec.  22nd 1863  

  Dear S is ter  

    I  suppose you  wi ll  see 

by th is  le t ter  tha t  I  am back in  the a rmy 

aga in,  there to  remain the bal lance of  the 

unexpir ed t i rm 0f  my en li s tment ,  having 

n ine months to serve.  

I  lef t  Harr i sburg on the seven th of  th is  

month,  and ar r ived  a t  my reg iment  in  the 

even ing of  the n in th.  In  coming th rough 

Washington we lay over  n igh t  to  run about  

there,  and had about eigh t hours  and had a  

grand opper tun i ty to  look  about  the ci ty.  I  

vis i ted  the Capi tol  and the Pa ten t  Off ice,  i t  

would  be wor th a  persons t ime to spend 

about two weeks in  Washington ,  there a re 

thousands of  beau t ifu ll  ob j ec ts  to  be seen 

tha t  would gra t ify ones  mind,  espec ia lly in  

the Pa ten t Off ice.  We came ou t  on the 

Orange and Alexander  ra i lroad to  Brandy 

S ta t ion which i s  sou th  
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of  the Raperhannock r iver ,  and our camp is  

about two mi les  f rom i t  s i tua ted  on a  h i l l  in  

the edge of  a  la rge growth of  Oak t imber ,  

which is  being des t royed  by the army for  

bu i ld ing mater ia l  to make there houses ,  and 

for  f i re wood .  

My mess  mates and I have jus t  got  our house 

f in ished ,  i t  i s  qu i te  snug and warm having a  

la rge f i rep lace ex tending a ll  the way acros t  

one end,  and the Chimney bui l t  a  l i t t le  

h igher  than the roof ,  so tha t  we get  a l l  of  

the hea t .  We have two bunks in  the house in  

the p lace of  beds,  two s leep  on  a  bunk  there 

i s  a  mant le  peace over  the f ire  p lace upon 

which there are  sundry a r t ica ls  of  ea tab les  

and tab le  f i rn i ture,  such as meat   cof f ee  

sugar  bread  p la tes   cups  spoons   kn ives  

and forks,  and a  c loths l ine t ied  to the 

r igpole upon which a re a  f ew ar t ica ls  of  

wear ing apper ia l  whi le  we have a  rack for  

our  guns.  I  have been on p icket  ever  s ince I  

have been here,  i t  wa s a  very co ld  nigh t ou t 

and there was qu i te  a  heavy f ros t  on the 

ground in the morning,  of  the s ix teen th we 

were rel ieved  a t  n ine Oclock .    
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There a re  many of  our old  regimenta l  men  

reen li s t ing for  three years  more bu t I  th ink I  

w i ll  serve ou t  my old  t ime f ir s t  before I  

en li s t  aga in,  as  I  have a  fami ly to  suppor t  

and a  bet ter  p rospec t  in  view when my t i rm 

of  service i s  ou t,  and I  th ink the war wi ll  

w ind up nex t summer as there i s  every 

ind ica t ion of  i t  now.  

I  am wel l  a t  p resan t and hope th is  may f ind 

you  in good  hea lth    I  have noth ing of  

in teres t  to wr i te ,   

D irec t  your  le t ters  to  Washington  D.C.  

        49 th regiment  P.V  

     6 th army Corps  

Whi le  I  remain ever     

  Your b rother       Franc is  J .  Phelps  

 

  



January 4,  1864          le t ter  #20  

       Camp near Brandy S ta t ion  

       January 4 th 1864  

 Dear Fa ther  

    I t  was wi th p leasure 

tha t  I  rec ived a  le t ter  f rom you  las t  even ing.  

But  I am sor ry to  hear of  Sarah’s i l lness  and 

hope when th is  may reach you  you  may be 

in  good  hea lth .  

As th is  i s  the f i r s t  le t ter  tha t  I  have 

a t tempted  to  wr i te th is  year ,  and as i t s  

commenceament  is  f raught wi th a  t i rr ib le  

Rebel l ion ,  in  which Brother i s  in  a rms 

aga ins t  Brother,  in  which f rat r ic idea l  S t r if e,  

they a re sp i l l ing one anothers  b lood ,  for   

        t er r ib le  

the purpuss of  uphold ing that   ^   bond of  

humani ty tha t  ins t i tu t ion which has been  a  

curse to  our once prosper ious  and happy 

country.  

And as i t  i s  the darkes t  jus t  before dawn,  so 

do we look  a t  the p resan t Rebel l ion .   I t  is  

hoped  tha t  th is  ungodly war wi ll  c lo se 

before the return of  th is  t ime another year .   
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So fa r ,  everyth ing looks  f avorab le for  a  

speedy retu rn  of  the s ta tes  in  rebel l ion  to  

the Union,  and there i s  a  health y un ion 

sen t iment  a l l  th roughout the wis t  and South 

wis t ,  and thousands a re ta k ing the Oath of  

a l legiance to the Government  and there a re  

many deser t ing the rebel l  ranks.  

And should  i t  con t inue thus for  a  f ew 

months longer ,  the South wi ll  be dep let  of  

a l l  there bes t  f igh t ing Popula t ion,  which i s  

fas t  ed ing away.   And tha t  once bos te d 

Confederacy,  whose corner s tone was King 

cot ton ,  and i t s  f ounda tion i s  s lavery wi l l  

soon  melt  away to be a  subjec t  of  H is tory to  

be read in  fu ture Genera t ions  by people of  

other  na t ions,  and Republican  Government  

cou ld  l ive and Conquer a  C ivi l  S t r if e  tha t  i s  

unpara lle led  in  the h is tory of  the wor ld .   We 

have a  glor ious  fu ture before us tha t  w i ll  

ou t  sh ine a ll  other  na t ions,  and give the 

hand of  f r iendsh ip to  a l l  the lowly of  a l l  the 

na t ions to excep t a  home in our  land of  

l iber ty.  So f ar  as  reen li s t ing  i s  concerned,  I  

th ink I  have a  bet ter  p rospect  a t  home,  as  

the S ta te of  Pennsylvan ia  i s  not  doing any  
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th ing for  h er  sold iers ,  and what i s  got  by 

her  men is  given  by the Government  

a l though  she has fu rn ished more men  than 

any other  S ta te,  ye t  she has not  t rea ted them 

exac t ly r igh t.   bu t  as  I d id not  come to f igh t 

for  money bu t for  my country,  and 

fur thermore  as  my old  lady th inks three 

years  i s  long enough to be away f rom home,  

and She thinks I  had bet ter  not  t ry i t  aga in 

as i t  does  not su te  her  to  be man and woman 

bouth.  I  do not  know where the Six teen th 

Mass.  Is  or  in  what Corps i t  i s  in ,  i t  migh t 

be very c los t  to  me and I  not know it  and i t  

would  not be of  much consequence to  ether  

of  ud should we get  acqua in ted .   
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I  saw Luke Knowlton  a t  Washington las t  

summer ,  but d id not see Asa as he was a t  the 

regiment    Luke was guard ing the rebel l  

p resoners  a t  the old  Capi tol   bu i ld ing,   we 

have compfor tab le  quar ters   and a  dry f loor  

w i th a  la rge f i re  p lace and a  roar ing f i re  i n  

i t ,  i t  is  snowing to day here bu t i t  w i l l  not  

be of  much concequence to us  as  we can not 

go ou t  a  s leigh ing   I suppose you  have 

S leigh ing up there by th is  t ime,  the wether 

has been  very cold  here for  two or th ree 

days  back.  

I  am wel l  and hope th is  may f ind you  wel l  

and in  good  hea lth    whi le  I  remain your  

af f ec t iona te Son  

     Franc is  J .  Phelps  

 Washington D.C.  

 3 rd br igade  1s t  d ivis ion  49 reg P.V.  

   Comp.  E.  6 th a rmy Corps  

 

  



January 21,  1864          le t ter  #21  

        Camp near Brandy S ta t ion  Va  

     January,  21s t  1864  

  Dear Fa ther  

    Not  being very well  

This  morn ing I  came to the conc lus ion  to 

wr i te you  a le t ter .  I  am t roubled  with the 

P i les ,  and have had them for two weeks.   

They a re very bad th ings to have,  they a re 

b rought on by car rying heavy loads  on the 

back ; We have a ll  of  our wood  to car ry some 

d is tance to  keep  up our f ires ,  and we get  

upon our shoulders  a  log of  wood  tha t  we 

can hard ly s tagger  a long.  Wood is  get ing  to  

be very f a r  to car ry as i t  has been cu t a l l  

a round the Camp,  a l though  wood is  p len ty 

in  our immedia te vic in i ty,  yet  i t  i s  hard to  

car ry i t  the d is tance of  four or  f ive hundred 

yards .  

The wea ther has been very wet  and s tormy 

for  severa l  days  back and not  so cold  as i t  

was the f i r s t  of  the month.  

Tuesday was my b i r thday.   I  su ppose you  
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know tha t  I was 31 years  of  age tha t  day.  

Wel l  t ime s l ips away very f as t  and each day 

br ings us nearer  to  our grave.   I t  has been  

ten  years  s ince I lef t  home,  and i t  seems bu t 

a  shor t  t ime to me,  a l though a  long t ime to 

look  ahead.  

But  should I  l ive t i l l  nex t Sep tember  you  

may poss ib ly see me in your  vic in i ty 

walk ing on a  pa ir  of  c ru tshes ,  and I  on ly 

t rus t  in  Providence for  my saf e retu rn,  w i th 

peace res tored to  our Country,  and 

prosper i ty to  the People,  p rovided  a ll  th ings  

tu rn ou t favorab ly in  reguard  to  Poli t ica l  

mat ters  nex t fa l l .  There i s  some twis t ing and 

squ i rming a t  p resan t t ime as to who sha ll  be 

the nex t Pres iden t.   But there i s  l i t t le  f ea r  

on  my par t  as  to who wi ll  be E lec ted .  There 

i s  bu t one way of  doing,  e i ther  d is troy o r  to  

save the Country by vot ing for  the man tha t  

now holds the ra ins of  Government,  or  

p laceing a  man of  the same Pr inc ipa ls  in  h is  

p lace,  and should A Lincoln  not  run for  the  
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nex t  Adminis t ra t ion there would  be no man 

of   conserva t ive pr inc ip a ls  more f i ted for  

the p lace and to ru le  the Government  than 

Gen’ l  B.  But ler ,  a l though the Democra tic  

peace men (or  Copperheads)  have denounced 

h im as a  tu rn Coat,  yet  he i s  a  man tha t  

loves  h is  Country more than par ty 

p r inc ipa ls .   We have heard of  h is  s te rn 

dea lings  wi th Tra i tors  where ever  he has 

been  in  th is  war.  

But  there i s  a  d if f erence of  op in ion in  the 

a rmy as to  who should be Pres iden t ,  and i t  

ex is ts  to  a  grea t  ex ten t,  some want ing 

George B.  Mc’ ln ,  others ,  Gran t,  and they a re 

made to believe tha t  th ere must be a  change 

of  Adminis t ra t ions to save the Country.   But 

we know tha t  i t  w i l l  be the means of  

b r inging back S lavery and devideing the 

Country.  And when the tes t  comes  those 

men  who are peace  Democra ts  w i ll  not  dare 

to  vote ether  one way or the ot her ,  f or  they 

know tha t  if  they d is t roy the Country they 

wi ll  injour there own in teres t ,  thousands of  

them wi ll  be af ra id to  vote any other  Ticket 

bu t tha t  which wi ll  save thei r  in teres t  f rom 

being dis t royed ,   and th rough  
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tha t  the war par ty wi ll  get  two votes ,  where 

they would have bu t one,  which wi ll  secure 

a  Major i ty for  the Republican  par ty  which 

wi ll  go beyond  any other  that  has p reseeded  

i t .  And i t  i s  hoped tha t  Abraham Lincoln  

wi ll  con t inue in  the Pres ident ia l  Cha ir  

dur ing the nex t four ye ars  as  he i s  the on ly 

man (wi th one excep t ion) f i t  to end the war.   

He has a lways  s tuck to  the one thing,  and 

tha t  i s  what is  des i red by a  tru ly Loya l 

people.  But if  there a re many who a re so 

inf a tua ted as to  d is t roy thei r  Country and 

ga in  a  f ew dolla rs  an d [  ] r i l l  thei r  in teres t  in  

the most ben ign Government  on the face of  

the ear th,  le t  them go,  and be ou t  cas ts  

f orever  f rom a ll  soc ia l  in tercourse wi th 

honorab le men,   i t  i s  somewhat as ton ish ing 

to  me tha t  some of  our sold iers  ta lk of  the 

Democra t ic  peace Doctor in whi le  they a re 

f igh t ing for  there Country,  such men cannot 

te l l  the d if f erence of  the party Pr inc ipa l  and 

the reason to con t inue the war.  

 

   [No fur ther  informat ion or  s igna ture  

         sugges ts  miss ing page or  pages . ]  



 January 28,  1864         le t ter  #22  

     Camp,  near,  Brandy S ta t ion ,  Va  

         January,  28 th,  1864  

  Dear S is ter  

     I  have jus t  come 

of f  Guard  th is  morn ing,  and f eel  somewhat 

s leep y af ter  being up a ll  n igh t.  The day 

being very p lesan t  and qu i te warm for  th is  

season  of  the year ,   we have pret ty p lesan t  

wea ther here for  the las t  f ew days ,  and hope 

i t  w i l l  con t inue so for  some t ime yet  as  our 

wood  is  get t ing scarce,  having to car ry i t  

some d is tance,  and whi le  i t  is  warm we need  

no f i re excep t to cook our meals .  

We los t  two men ou t of  my Company day 

before yes terday,  they were on  picket  and 

went for  wood  ou t s ide of  the l ines ,  the 

rebel ls  got  them and I suppose they a re a t  

R ichmond by th is  t ime.   I  think I  would 

ra ther  run the r i sk of  being k i l led  in  ba t t le  

than to  be taken pr isoner  and  have to lay in  

p r ison in  R ichmond.  
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But  if  i t  should keep  good  weather  for  some 

t ime I  expec t I  w i l l  move some where ether  

to  f igh t the rebel ls  or  so tha t  we can have 

wood handy.  There i s  some prospec t  of  our 

get t ing our  pay ra ised some fo ur or  f ive 

dol la rs ,  I  should  l ike to  have them do i t  f or  

I  can not keep  my fami ly on  the pay we get  

now,     there i s  noth ing of  interes t  going on  

in  the a rmy now,  

I  hope th is  may f ind you  a ll  wel l  give my 

love to  Brothers  and S is ters  and the res t ,  

w i th my respec ts  to  a l l  enqui reing f r iends  

Whi le  I  remain Your af f ec t iona te  

  Brother  

   Franc is  J .  Phelps  

     Washington D.C.  49th reg  

  P .V.  3 rd B.   1s t  D.   6 th Corps  

    Comp E 

 

  



February 4,  1864        le t ter  #23  

       Camp near Brandy S ta t ion  Va.  

         Febr .  4 th 1864  

Dear Fa ther  

     I  received  you r  

le t ter  yes terda y,  was very happy to hear 

f rom you .  As for  myse lf  I  am ra ther  under 

the wea ther af ter  being on a  long march.  We 

lef t  Camp las t  Fr iday the twenty S ix th,  and 

s ta r ted for  rebel ldom,  moveing in  a  so u th 

wes ter ly d i rec t ion in  s ide of  our p icket  l ine 

t i l l  we reached  Culpepper  Cor t  House  

which we pas t  th rough,  i t  being eigh t mi les  

f rom our Camp,  three mi les  fu r ther  we pas t  

the picket  l ine,  and s t ruck ou t in  a  wes tward 

course for  eigh t mi les  more,  i t  the n being 

near ly sundown we ha lted  for  the n igh t  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[page 2]  

b ivuac for  the [b lank]  wood,  in  Colum 

[b lank]  our beds of  leaves  a  [b lank]  our 

b lankets  over  us,  we s lep t  soundly un t i l l  

morn ing  a t  seven  we were rous ted  by drum 

and f if e  for  b reakf ir s t  whi ch we procured in  

shor t  order ,  a t  we were ready to p roceed  on 

our  march and we had not  long to wai t ,  as  

soon  a Bugle sounded forward ,  there i s  no 

sound so p lesan t  to the sold ier ,  as  tha t  

which carrys  h im forward to meet  the 

enemy.   

But  we met  no enemy,  marching two mi les  

fu r ther  we pas t  th rough James  Ci ty  a  small  

town in Madson County.  I t  conc is ted of  four 

houses   one tavern they b[e] ing in  a  very 

d i lap ida ted  condit ion.  Marching on for  

seven  mi les  fu r ther   

 

 [page 3]  

we pas t  a  spur of  the b lue r idge mountains,  

and came to Robinsons R iver  where we met 

a  f ew of  the rebel l  Cava lry Pickets ,  which 

we drove acros t  the r iver ,  when  we formed 

in l ine of  ba t t le ,  the f i r s t  Br igade c ros t  the 

r iver  and drove them through  Madson,  when  

  



[page 3 con t ’d]  

they went in to Camp we being rear  Guard 

two mi les  and one ha lf  f rom the p lace,  we 

were ou tfour days  wi th th ree corps of  the 

a rmy,  twenty seven  mi les  f rom Camp,  we 

tuck two days  to  march ou t,  and we came 

back in  one.  I  can tel l  you  i t  was a  p ret ty 

s i rvear  march for  the f i r s t  t ime af ter  so long 

a  res t ,  my f eet  were b li s tered  very bad,  and 

to  day I  have a  rehumat ism in  my knee  

otherwise I am well ,  the objec t  of  the march 

was to  a t t rac t  a t ten t ion of  the rebel ls  f rom 

our  rea l  objec t    
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Which you  wi ll  hear  of  in  the papers  I  am 

going to  a  Mili ta ry School for  the purpuss 

of  educa t ing my self  f or  a  commiss ion  I  

w i l l  c lose and b id you  a ll  good  buy whi le  I  

remain  

   Your Son 

  Franc is  J  Phelps   

  excuse the wr i t ing for  I  am in  a  hurry  

 

  



February 24,  1864        le t ter  #24  

        Camp near Brandy s ta t ion  Va.  

         February 24 th 1864  

 Dear Fa ther  

       I t  being 

some t ime s ince I have heard  f rom you ,  

But  supposeing you  were busy a t  home 

about th is  t ime of  the year ,  get ing ready for  

sugar ing as i t  i s  get ing near tha t  t ime,  I  

came to the conc lus ion to  wri te  you  a  shor t  

note,  and would  l ike to have some of  the 

sugar you  may make th is  yea r .  But I  do not 

know as I  would ea t  as  much as I  d id when I  

was about ten years  old ,  when  there was a  

la rge amount o f  i t  d isappeared  in  some 

manner.  

There i s  very p lesan t  wea ther  hear a t  the 

p resan t t ime,  and qu i te warm.  We had a  

review  
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of  the s ix corps yes terday,  i t  was a  very 

impos ing af fa i r .  I  th ink there wi ll  be a  

review of  the Army of  the Potomac  th is  

week  if  the wea ther permi ts .  

Near ly the whole of  the men of  the old  

regiment  have reen li s ted  for  th ree years  

more   there wi ll  be bu t f e w lef t ,  and i t  is  

thought the war wi ll  c lose th is  season,  there 

a re  many of  the rebells  coming in to our 

l ines  and giving themselves  up   they th ink 

the war wi ll  c lose by the f i r s t  of  Ju ly,  they 

say they a re t i red of  the war,  and tha t  there 

a re  many of  them  tha t  would leave the 

rebel ls  l ines  i f  they cou ld  get  away.  I have 

noth ing of  in teres t  to wr i te ,  yet  I  never  have 

had any inf luenc ia l  f r iends tha t  would  t ry to  

help  me a long,  or  I  might been  a  l ieu tenan t 

by th is  t ime,  bu t I w i l l  res t  con ten ted  as I  

am 

I  have no more to wr i te  so I  w i ll  c lose by 

remain ing your  

 Affec t iona te Son  

  Franc is  J .  Phelps  

   Washington,  D.C.  

        49 th Reg’ t  P.V.   6  Corps  

  



March 24,  1864              le t ter  #25  

    Sadsbury [PA]  March 24 th 1864  

 Dear S is ter  

   Perhaps you  wi ll  th ink i t  

s t range tha t  I wr i te  you  f rom th is  p lace.   I  

am a t  home now on a Thir tyf ive day 

fur lough .  Having reen li s ted  for  three years  

more in  the service of  my Country,  i t  was 

not  for  the fu r lough  or the money tha t  I  

reen li s t ed ,  so much as to  come home to 

p lace my f ami ly in  bet ter  c ircumstances  

than they have been s ince the war 

commenced .   I t  being Spr ing t ime,  and my 

fami ly to  move in to another house,  I  thought 

I  cou ld  a t tend to i t  bet ter  than any one else.   

I  b rought home wi th me nearly s ix  hundred  

dol la rs ,  f our hundred  of  i t  I  have pu t ou t a t  

in teres t ,  the res t  I  have,  w i th  the excep t ion 

of  what I  took  to pay for  a  cow and p igs and 

two cord of  wood .   I  have been  very busy 

s ince I  came home,  and have worked hard 

every day,  so tha t  I  have not  had t ime to 

vis i t  any of  my f r iends,  and I  do not  know 

as I  sha ll  get  t ime,  whi le  I  am at  home.  I  

sha ll  go to  Lancas ter  to morrow or nex t day 

on  bussness which I have neglec ted  for  

seven  years .  
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I  own two-hundred dolla rs  in  p roper ty there,  

which I have not payed  taxe s  on yet .  I  

suppose you  th ink I  might come home to 

New Hampshire wi th some of  the money,  

had I done so I  cou ld  not s tayed   bu t one 

week  wi th you ,  and i t  would  taken four days  

to  come and go so tha t  would  have been  ten 

days  consumed.  Which were very prec iou s  

to  me,  as  I  cou ld not accomplished  the work 

I  have a lready done.   

You may think I  was fooli sh  to en li s ted  and 

leave my f ami ly so long aga in ,  but i t  i s  

hoped  i t  i s  hoped the war wil l  c lose th is  

year ,  and i t  i s  confadent ly expressed here 

tha t  i t  w i l l ,  and as soon  as the war i s  

vi r tuely over  I  w i l l  be d ischarged  as soon  as 

any of  them yet ,  as  the Company I  belong to 

i s  a  conscr ip t  Company,  and they wi ll  be  the 

f i rs t  to  be d ischarged ,   i t  makes  me one 

thousand dol la rs  bet ter  of  than I  ever  was 

yet .  You wi ll  s ay I  am f igh t ing for  money,  I  

cons ider I  have as good  r ight  to i t  a s  any 

one else.  
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I  have not  much to wr i te of  in teres t  to  

you  more   My Wife and her s i s ter  have 

gone to  Church th is  even ing,  and lef t  me 

here a l l  a lone wi th the Chi ld ren    they a re 

a l l  wel l .  I  am pret ty well  a t  th is  t ime bu t v 

ery t i red ,  and have the back ache  

   So no more a t  p resan t   Whi le  

   I  remain Your af f ec t iona te 

    Brother  

      Franc is  J .  Phelps  

 

PS.  I  leave for  the army on  the 11 th  

of  nex t Month  

 

  



Apri l  15,  1864          le t ter  #26  

      Camp near Brandy S ta t ion  

        Apr i l  15 th 1864  

   Dear Fa ther  

      I  am back 

aga in in  the a rmy,  I  a rr ived  back the  13 th in  

good  hea lth  and sp i r i ts .   A lso leaveing my 

fami ly in  good  c i rcumstances  bet ter  than 

they have been  since I  have belonged  to the 

a rmy,  There i s  indeca t ions of  a  move tak ing 

p lace soon,  as  the Su t lers  have a l l  lef t  the 

a rmy by Orders f rom U.S.  Gran t   and they 

a re making ex tens ive prepara t ions in  f ron t 

and a round Culpepper,  having commenced a 

cordon of  for ts  thei r  f or  the purpuss of  

making i t  a  depot of  supplys  for  the a rmy 

whi le  we a re on our march to  R ichmond.   

We th ink i r  w i l l  be our las t  Campaign 

dur ing the war.  
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I  have now cons iderab le money a t  interes t  

and a lso my proper ty a t  Lancas ter  which yet  

holds  good  and by the t ime the war i s  over  

i t  w i l l  be of  cons iderab le va lue,  and should 

I  get  ou t  of  the service by nex t  Spr ing or  

even  i f  i t  Should las t  f or  two years ,  I  w i l l  

be 1200 dolla rs  bet ter  than when I en tered  

the service.  

And t rus t ing in  Providence to  spa i r  my l i f e  

and hea lth ,  in  the fu ture,  I  wi l l  have a  t iny 

l i t t le  home for  myse lf  and fami ly there a re  

many of  my acqua in tances th a t  I know a t  

Lancas ter  who a re wor th less    not  having a  

penny saved for  a  rainy day  bu t I  have been  

in  the a rmy for  th ree years  and a t  13 dolla rs  

a  month at  that  I  have some lef t .  
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But  thus the wor ld  does  

A man of  s teady hab i ts  and upr igh t  

Wa ys  secure to  h imself  some  

Fr i ends  when he does  not th ink  

of  them   I  have not much to  

wr i te of  in teres t  so I  w i l l  c lose  

by remain ing     Your  

  Aff ec t iona te  

   Son 

   Franc is  J .  Phelps  

 

  D irec t  your  le t ters  as  befor e 

 

 

 

 

 

[To our knowledge,  th is  was the las t  

le t ter  wr i t ten by Franc is  to  his   

fami ly in  New Hampshire.  Ed i tor ]  

  



May 19,  1864         le t ter  #27  

     Camp below Freder icksburg Va  

             May 19 th,  1864  

Jason Phelps ,  Esq  

  Dear S i r ,  

      Las t  even ing  

a  le t ter  came to my company for  Corp l.  

Franc is  J .  Phelps  and by  looking a t  the 

s igna ture I  f ound i t  to be f rom h is  f ather  

and I has t[ en]  to answer  i t  

 I  regret  to  inform you  that  your  son 

was shot dead on the 6 th of  th is  month on 

the ba t t lef ield  known as t he Wild erness .  

 H is  loss  is  lamented  by a ll .  

He was a  b rave sold ier  and fe ll  a t  h is  pos t  

of  du ty nobly.  

 H is  conduc t on the ba t t lef ield  was 

charac ter ized  by h is  cool bu t s teadfas t  

b ravery,  and whi le  we mourn  h im as a  loss  

of  one of  the  
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b raves t  of  the b rave who have f a llen  for  his  

country,  we cannot  but admire h im for h is  

noble charac ter  and self  sacraf iz ing conduct 

in  defense of  our country’s  cause.  

 We sympath ize wi th you  in your  

af f l ic t ion  for  your  b rave bu t depar ted son,  

bu t would ask you  to res ign yourse lf  to  the 

wi ll  of  D ivine Providence Who doeth a ll  

th ings wel l ,  

 I  saw h im persona lly a f ter  he had 

fa llen .  H is dea th was an immedia te  one,  

being shot  th rough the head the ba ll  

en ter ing the lef t  eye.  He d id nor speak af ter  

h is  mor ta l  woun d,  bu t d ied a  hero,  and wi th 

ten  others  we lament h im as the braves t  of  

our  fa l len .  

 I  would have wr i t ten before bu t cou ld 

not  as  our mai l  
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leave before of  la te .   

 H is  body received  as rel igious a  burr ia l  

as  the c i rcumstances would  permi t ,  h is  

af f ec ts  were a l l  collec ted  and  wi ll  be sen t to  

h is  w if e a t  the ear l ies t  convenience,  

 Should you  wish any othe r  informat ion 

in  regards to h im wr i te and you  sha ll  be 

thoroughly en ligh tened  as far  as  our 

knowledge ex tends.  

 In  tak ing leave of  you  

 I  have the honor  to be  

 

  Your ob t Svt  

  Joseph W.  Wallace  

  1s t  Serg  Co E 49 Reg P V  

 

  



 

 

 

May 31,  1864                        le t ter  #  28      

      

[The following let ter  was wri t ten  on  

page four of  Sgt.  Wallace’s  le t ter  of  

May 18 th,  1864 .   Ed i tor]  

 

  Pot tersvi l le ,  May 31,  1864  

   Mr Lyman S i r ,    I have received  a  le t ter  

giving the par t icu la rs  of  the dea th of  my son  

Franc is  J  Phelps ,  of  which I  send you  a copy 

th ink ing perhaps tha t  you  would  l ike to  read 

i t  as  i t  speaks h igh ly of  h is  Mora l  ca rac ter  

& Bravery.  As he was I  beli eve a  member  of  

your  Soc iety  I  should l ike to  have i t  read as 

I  hope he i s  not  f orgot ten  by the church.  

   Yours etc .  

     Jason Phelps  

  



 

THE FINAL DAYS 

   The chart below depicts the organization to which Francis 

J. Phelps belonged on the 5th and 6th of May, 1864, during 

the awful "Battle of the Wilderness." 

 

         ARMY OF THE POTOMAC: General U.S. Grant 

   6th Army Corps: Maj. Gen. John Sedgewick in command 

    1st Division: Brig. Gen. Horatio G. Wright 

      3rd Brigade: Brig. Gen. David A. Russell 

         49th Pennsylvania Regiment: [?] 

            Company E: 1st Serg. Joseph W. Wallace 

               Corporal: Francis J. Phelps 

 

   According to the historians, on the 5th of May the Army 

of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan River at Germanna 

Ford. Grant and Meade established Headquarters near the 

junction of the Germanna Plank Road and the Orange-

Fredericksburg Turnpike—not far from the Wilderness 

Tavern—while Sedgewick's Corps guarded the rear from the 

ford to partway down the Culpepper Mine Road. (See map, 

Appendix III.)  On the 6th of May, when the left flank of 

Lee's Army of Northern Virginia made its end-around the 

Federal's right, Russell's Brigade was third in line from that 

right, northwest of the Culpepper Mine Road. Presumably it 

was there, in that tangled wilderness some one-and-a-half 

miles west of the junction, that Francis met his fate. 

  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE END 


